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WILL ANDERSHOCK MEETS JESUS 
 

A year ago if you were to ask me, “Do you believe in God and that Jesus died for 
the sins of the world?” I would have responded with a harsh “no” and would have 
proceeded to list off all the reasons that God couldn’t possibly exist.  As a college 
freshman filled with resentment towards my Christian parents, I didn’t want any-
thing to get in the way of doing what I wanted to please myself or to limit my 
ability to have “fun.” The thought of believing in some omnipotent being that was 
somehow able to love all regardless of previous actions was absolutely ridiculous, 
and I could not understand why someone would be willing to limit their existential 
existence based on something that, at the time, I thought was a farce.  
 

Now as a college sophomore, I have made the commitment to turn away from my 
old life of sin and to live my life for God. That decision is a drastic change in di-
rection from my previous behaviors and this transformation occurred in under a 
year. What influenced this change? The support and relationships that I developed 
through the people I met at the Christian Student Center. Now the real question 
is, How in the world did they get me through the front door? 
 

My first semester of college, I was involved with the rowing team before I decided 
to quit in order to focus on academics, which were suffering due to the massive 
time investment of rowing practice twice a day. After I left the rowing team, the 
one social outlet I had developed was gone and my parents grew concerned       
because I was now socially isolated.  One miserable and lonely semester later my 
parents told me that I needed to find a group that met at least once a week and 
that I had to consistently go for a month.  Jordan, my older brother, had been 
constantly telling me of everything the Christian Student Center had to offer, 
which was just down the road from my dorm.  At my first Thursday night at      
Encounter I was impressed at the amount of college students who attended and 
acted like genuine Christians. This was the first time I had seen people my age 
worshipping who were not forced to attend because of their parents.  I was quick-
ly welcomed and invited by several other students to participate in whatever    
social activity that was going on and I started making friends at the CSC. As I continued going to the CSC I 
started attending more of the classes that were offered and started to ask myself the hard questions about          
Christianity, and through people I met through the CSC, I began to get answers to my questions.  
 

There are so many people who were encouraging and helpful to me to get to the point where I am now, and I 
would like to thank and recognize some of them for their commitment and personal investment in me.  I met 
Molly Shaw when my brother decided to not attend the service trip to Washington D.C. and I went in his place 
instead.  Molly is one of the most joyful and encouraging people I have met, and even when life gets difficult 
for her, she never lets that hamper her amazing spirit. Through Molly I met Edwin Jones who is the Dean of 
Admissions at the Southeast Institute of Biblical studies.  Edwin is the most knowledgeable person of Biblical 
matters that I have ever met and took hours out of his busy day to sit with me and answer any and all ques-
tion I had.  Edwin and Karns Church of Christ have truly been a blessing to me; their commitment to studying 
God’s word is amazing and God is definitely working at there.  Lance Boyd and Keith Carver taught the Sunday 
night class this previous semester that focused on being and making disciples. Both of these men were open to 
using their own personal lives as examples and are both excellent examples on what being a man of God looks 
like; they were both extremely influential in helping me recognize the kind of man I want to be.  John and 
Jerrad Auxier have been integral parts of the CSC teaching the Monday night men’s study.  This study has not 
only been influential in my life but has brought together all the men of the CSC who attend; I cannot thank 
John and Jerrad enough for the time they give to the CSC. I would also like to thank Loraine Ilia for always 
being a trustworthy, supportive friend and being someone to confide in when I needed it most.  And finally I 
would like to thank Laurel Church of Christ, the elders, Kory Queen, and Tyler Ellis for their support of the 
Christian Student Center. Without the support of Laurel Church of Christ, the Christian Student Center would 
not be a possibility.   
 

I am excited for what the future holds and that God may continue to work through me so that others may see 
the joy living for Jesus Christ has brought me.  To God be the Glory! 
  
 
  



In celebration of the Christian Student Center’s 60th Anniversary as a Campus Ministry at the University of 
Tennessee, we were thrilled to dedicate the Anderson-Carter Student Library on September 17th.  We 
named the Student Library in honor of two of the boosters, Joe Anderson and Harvey Carter, who were 
among a handful of advocates that helped the CSC get started. 
 
We are proud to make these resources available, having thoughtfully selected scores of books and videos 
we're confident will be especially helpful to students in college.   
 
To those of you who donated the funds and resources - primarily from the members of Laurel Church of 
Christ - we say Thank You!     
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cleaning up under the downtown bridge.  
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West End Church of Christ hosts the 9/19    
Tailgate Party; Tyler Ellis gives the invocation. 


